RESOLUTION In Support of Public Financing of Campaigns for the Washington State Supreme Court
WHEREAS our judicial system is an essential branch of government that must be impartial, independent, and unbiased in order to serve the best interests of the residents of Washington; and
WHEREAS political campaigns are increasingly expensive and candidates for positions on the state supreme court must seek and accept substantial private contributions from a select community of interests and individuals to keep up with the staggering costs required to compete in an election; and
WHEREAS in 2006, over $4 million was raised and spent, largely by special interest groups and donors, seeking election of favored candidates to the supreme court in Washington; and
WHEREAS contributions to judicial campaigns can create an appearance of improper influence on court decisions by campaign donors; and 
WHEREAS to maintain public confidence in the judiciary, we must prevent not only corruption, but also the appearance of corruption; and 

WHEREAS the U.S. Supreme Court has stated that the appearance of corruption is itself a constitutional grounds for upholding campaign finance laws; and
WHEREAS the Wisconsin Legislature passed the Impartial Justice Bill which will provide public financing for Wisconsin Supreme Court campaigns; and
WHEREAS under North Carolina's Voter-Owned Elections program’s first three election cycles (2004-2008), 78% of the candidates for the NC Supreme Court and Court of Appeals qualified for grants from the Public Campaign Fund, demonstrating that such a program can work; and 
WHEREAS public financing of elections in Maine has restored public confidence in the integrity of the electoral process; and
WHEREAS the Washington State Legislature is considering proposals, including HB 1738 in the House and SB 5812 in the Senate to adopt a program of public financing of campaigns for seats on the Washington State Supreme Court; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 31st Legislative District Democrats urges the legislature and the Governor to support a program of public financing for campaigns for the Washington State Supreme Court; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the Governor, the Senate Majority Leader and the House Speaker, and to the representatives and senator from the 31st legislative district of Washington.
Adopted by the 31st Legislative District Democrats on ___________________
Signed _____________________________ M. J. McGalliard, Chair
