
31st Democrats Newsletter

It’s time to take the politicians out of the pocket of big corporations

(Organized by R. Craig Sanders-email: z1n45rgiarc@netscape.com and Patricia Szot)

ONGOING FOOD DRIVE

Please bring any food item (especially baby food) or toilet paper to the monthly
meeting for our ongoing food drive to help others in our hard economic times.

The 31st L.D. Democrats will meet on Wednesday:
July 15, 2009

Program for July:
We are celebrating summer with

a picnic (potluck) at the
Edgewood Gardens. Come to this

beautiful setting and enjoy good
times. The dinner will be indoors

(in case the weather does not
oblige) and one can wander the

gardens and enjoy the flowers and
view. There is no planned meeting-

some candidates are attending, so
one can casually chat with them.

See the website
(www.31stdistrictdemocrats.org)

for directions. Since this is a
potluck, we have the following suggestions for bringing a dish: A-F (salads), G-M (hot
dishes), N-T (dessert) and U-Z (ice, condiments, etc). Coffee, tea water and soft drinks

will be provided.

Since space is limited please RSVP Patti Szot (szot.patricia@gmail.com) or Diane
Kerlin (253-863-3724). Let us know how many people are coming and what you plan
to bring.

PAST EVENTS

Buckley Log Fair and Auburn 4th July Festival. We already had 2 major summer

fairs and they have been great!! The summer fair is focusing on health care. We have
lots of literature concerning the public option and single-payer option to hand out. This



topic has generated lots of discussion at the fairs. I want to thank John Mayers, Sharon
Hodgins, Donna Deprospo, Sheryl Lathrup, Dan Scribner, Darlene Simpson Brown,
Karen Willard, Renee Rich, Kathy Lorimer, Frank Lonergan, Colleen Sanders and
Craig Sanders. If I missed someone who helped, sorry. Below are some pictures of
volunteers at the fairs.

Healthcare Forum on June 23 at the First United Methodist Church in Tacoma.

This was a forum organized by Washington Public Campaign and the 31st LD
Democrats sponsored the organization. It was an interesting debate concerning the need
for reform of the healthcare system. Our very own Brain Gunn (top left picture on the
right) was the moderator and did a FANTASTIC job.

Reichert Watch-
Read, with amusement, Congressman Dave Reichert’s article in the Tacoma News Tribune (6/25/09)
entitled “Free trade could help lift us out of current economic mire”. Not sure how reviving global
trade (shipping jobs out of the U.S., which is how we got where we are in the first place), is going to
lift us out of the current economic mire. It seems like the way to protect American jobs is to start
putting up trade barriers, engage in “Buy American” programs, start paying a livable wage to everyone
so that they can afford to purchase items, end NAFTA and CAFTA (which is only making the rich
richer and turning the rest of the world into slaves). It will only stimulate, if at all, low-paying jobs
that many people are competing for (seen Grapes of Wrath lately?). In these tough economic times,
most countries are turning protectionist (i.e., my country first). It seems like Dave Reichert wants to
do just the opposite. Call Dave Reichert and let him know what you think of his approach to our hard
economic times.



UPCOMING EVENTS

1. Wilkeson Hand Car Race. July 18th is the 3rd fair of the summer in Wilkeson.

I could still use 2-3 more volunteers for this function. This is along main-street
in Wilkeson. They have a parade for those interested. Wilkeson is celebrating its
100th Anniversary.

2. Edgewood City Picnic. August 8th is the next summer fair. This function is at

Edgemont Park (11001 24th St E, Edgewood, WA 98371). I could still use 2-3
more volunteers for this function.

3. Auburn Good Ol’ Days. August 8/9th is another summer fair. This function

is at along main-street in downtown Auburn. There is always have a big parade.
Since we have two functions that weekend, I could still use 2-3 more volunteers
for this function.

4. Bonney Lake Days. August 15/16 is the last summer fair. This function is at

Allan Yorke Park. I could still use 5-6 more volunteers for this function because
it is over 2 days.

It Is Time To Repeal DADT

By Patti Szot

It has been about 15 years since President Clinton instituted “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell”
(DADT), the policy that says gays can serve in the military as long as no one asks if
they are gay and the person doesn’t say they are gay. A lot has changed since then; a
Pew Research Center Poll in March 2009 indicated that 79% of Democrats support
allowing gays to serve in the military and 62-30% of moderate to liberal Republicans
support the idea. Since this policy was instituted, some 12,500 individuals have been
discharged from military service and 267 individuals have been discharged since
Obama has become President. Two individuals have been quite vocal, Lt. Dan Choi, an
Arabic translator and Lt. Colonel Victor Fehrenbach, a 18 year veteran of the US Air
Force. Lt. Choi has started a website called “Knights Out” in support of gay military
persons. At his recent discharge inquiry, he was told if he just said it was lie that he
was gay, he could stay in the military. So we want our military people to be liars, it
goes against the whole training that they went through. President Obama, when he was
running for senate and president, seemed to be all for gay rights. However, on June 29,
around the anniversary of the Stonewall riot, President Obama did some heavy duty
backpedaling. Obama, of course spoke eloquently of how wrong DADT is, but went on
to say that baby steps need to be taken to reverse it but basically the gay community
will be happy when his term has ended. This means that the gay community has to wait
4 more years to see this policy overturned. Now, I find this very hypocritical. Would
a young Obama in the 60’s (when blacks were viewed as second-class citizens) have
been happy with such a pathetic answer concerning civil rights issues? “Oh, I’m sorry
you are being discriminated against, but just wait LONGER and I think you will be
happy.” President Obama even indicated that the public and the military are behind



reversing the policy, but there is a “generational issue” in senior leadership. What I
take from this is that there are senior congressmen who are against this and Obama
wants to change their mind. No offense, but some of those generational people are hard
core right wing nuts that are never going to change their mind, so why bother? If there
is one thing I have learned from being politically active, it is that there are people, no
matter what you say to them, that are NEVER going to change their mind. If these
congressmen were truly representing the people of this country they would change their
minds, but these individuals do not care what the majority of their constituents have to
say. Again, if this rationale were said to a young Obama in the 60’s, would he be happy
with that? Sometimes a president has to do what is right for the people and forget about
the people in congress that are bigots. President Johnson didn’t care about a
generational issue concerning civil rights and did away with all those discriminatory
laws. Now I am sure some people are going to say, “What can President Obama do
now?” Well, he could very easily just say that no military person can be discharged
until this whole issue concerning DADT is cleared up. That isn’t overturning any laws,
it is just putting the discharging of people on hold. This would keep people like Lt.
Choi and Lt. Colonel Victor Fehrenbach still active. As I see it, at this point in time
Obama is just words and no action. My hoping is running out and I want some action
on this front. President Obama indicates “progress’ has been made, but I don’t see any
concerning gay rights, only pretty words--is that the progress? I think we all need to
support individuals like Lt. Choi and Lt. Colonel Victor Fehrenbach, who have fought
bravely for this country and would continue to do so if our country would let them. We
also need to write to our folks in Congress and the President to get some action, to have
them repeal DADT!

EDITORIAL-As I See It

By R. Craig Sanders

“We can have democracy in this country, or we can have wealth concentrated in
the hands of a few; we cannot have both.” Former Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis

Imagine that your elected representatives arrive at their office, sit down and begin to work on making
the lives of ordinary Americans better. Their job is to look out for the little guy/gal, a job which
nobody else seems to have or appreciate. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if this were true? Our elected
officials want to do the right thing. The reality is that at least a portion of this person’s day is devoted
to calling potential donors and talking to lobbyists to build up a chest of money for their re-election
campaign. When politicians have to worry about pandering for money to get re-elected, they are
susceptible to the moneyed interests. As you can probably guess, these donations come with strings
attached. Lobbyists do not provide funds without expecting something in return. Politicians like to
say that they are in no influenced by the donor, but to deny this is human nature. So, while they are
being paid to be our representatives, our good-intentioned lawmakers are also taking money from
corporations and lobbyists for their best interests (re-election). The politician would rationalize this
process by saying that they can’t help the people unless they are elected. The problem is, that once
this process starts, the politician is not going to function for the benefit of ‘We the People’.
We need to return to a country ‘of the people, by the people and for the people’. We need to go back
to a point where politicians listen to ‘We the People’ instead of the rich corporations that want to



change the rules in their favor. What ‘We the People’ need is to end the effects of the money interests
by promoting Voter-Owned Elections (aka Public Campaign Financing, Clean Elections, Publicly-
Funded Elections, etc.).

An example of the need to remove the effect of the moneyed interests is that of healthcare. It is
estimated that the healthcare industry is spending 1.4 million dollars a day to defeat any sort of
meaningful reform. The public interest group Consumer Watchdog reports that Senator Max Baucus,
the committee head for discussing healthcare reform, has received more money than any other
Democrat currently in Congress. They reveal that Senator Baucus has received $183,750 from health
insurance companies and $229,020 from drug companies in the last two election cycles. How are ‘We
the People’ supposed to compete with influence like this? Senator Baucus has declined to have any
discussion of a public option, despite the fact that polling has revealed that 72% of the American
public wants some sort of public option to be offered. Does the fact that Senator Baucus has received
these monies have any influence on his decisions? Perhaps we’d already have a single-payer
healthcare by now if we had Voter-Owned national elections.

What are Voter-Owned Elections? With the present system, the costs of running for public office are
becoming more and more prohibitively expensive. You may have already noticed that the majority of
people running for national offices tend to be wealthy to begin with. Should a good American who
wants to help his country by running for office have to become wealthy first? Voter-Owned Elections
will make it so that the public has more of a say. Voter-Owned Elections allow any individual that can
represent his community to collect signatures along with a nominal fee supporting that individual to
qualify for public funds. Once the requisite number of signatures are gathered, the individual turns
these in and receives a specific amount of money to run for the specific office. (S)he may not take
money from any other group. It is an advantage to the individual to be able to say that (s)he is running
on public funds because the people know that (s)he will be much more likely to be working for the
interests of the people and not the interests of the wealthy. If the individual is running against
someone that is being privately funded, then the publically-funded person will receive matching funds
(up to a pre-determined maximum). If all of the candidates are running publically-funded campaigns,
then the election becomes about the issues, which is as it should be. Voter-Owned Elections are
estimated to cost about $4 per resident per year. Wouldn’t it be well worth $4 a year to have officials
actually consider the little guy/gal?

Voter-Owned Elections will 1) level the playing field for qualified candidates, 2) expand voter choice,
3) allow more access to our elected officials, 4) focus campaigns on issues rather than fund-raising and
5) should result in eliminating excessive campaign spending.

Currently there are bills before the Federal Congress regarding Voter-Owned Elections. They are S.
752 and HR 1826 Fair Elections Now Act (FENA).

Find out more at www.washclean.org or call Washington Public Campaigns at 206-784-2522. other
websites concerning public financing are Public Campaign (www.publiccampaign.org), Common
Cause (www.commoncause.org) and Public Interest Research Group (PIRG; www.uspirg.org).

Our Representatives-how to get hold of them

Senators: Patty Murray (D) and Maria Cantwell

Patty Murray- DC office phone: (202) 224-2621
Seattle Office
2988 Jackson Federal Bldg.



915 2nd Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98174
Phone: (206) 553-5545
Fax: (206) 553-0891

Maria Cantwell- DC office phone (202) 224-3441
Seattle Office Tacoma Office
915 Second Avenue 950 Pacific Avenue, Suite #615
Suite #3206 Tacoma, WA 98402
Seattle, WA 98174 253-572-2281
206-220-6400 253-572-5879 FAX
206-220-6404 – FAX

8
th

CD Representative-Dave Reichert (R) 9
th

CD Representative-Adam Smith (D)

Dave Reichert- DC Office phone (202) 225-7761 Adam Smith-DC office phone (202) 225-8901
District Office District Office
2737 78th Avenue, S.E. Suite #202 2209 Pacific Ave, Suite B
Mercer Island, WA 98040 Tacoma, WA 98402
(206) 275-3438 (253) 593-6600
(206) 275-3437 Fax (253)593-6776

State Senator-31st LD

Pam Roach (R)
POB 40431
Olympia, WA 98504
Office: 360-786-7660
Fax: 360-786-7173
Email: Roach.Pam@leg.wa.gov

State Representatives-31st LD

Chris Hurst (D) Dan Roach (R)
POB 40600 POB 40600
Olympia, WA 98504 Olympia, WA 98504
Office: 360-786-7866 Office: 360-786-7846
Fax: 360-786-7317 Email: Roach.Dan@leg.wa.gov
Email: Hurst.Christopher@leg.wa.gov

Occupation Statistics (http://www.antiwar.com/casualties)

4,323 US Military Deaths (Iraq)

725 US Military Deaths (Afghanistan)

31,327 US Military Wounded (Iraq)

151,000-1,320,110 Iraq Civilian Deaths



Honoring the Members of the US Military

By Mark Boswell (PCO and Program Chair)

The people who entered the military after 9/11 performed an honorable act. This was an action driven
by their beliefs and values, and based upon the information they were allowed to have. Their service
should be honored, as should that of every other member of our armed forces. Their decision to serve
creates a “Trust” between themselves and the entire citizenry of the nation. Our service members are
dependent upon that “Trust” to ensure the government of, by and for the people of the United States of
America does not misuse this citizen resource. These valiant citizens make that commitment
expecting that the government defined by the “Constitution of the United States of America” will not
send them to fight for something that is not worthy or appropriate.

That ‘Trust’ was violated when the Bush Administration deliberately lied to create the impression of a
need to take US Forces into war in Iraq. But now, our service members are there. Every extra day that
our service members remain in Iraq is a further violation of that trust.

We do have a remaining responsibility to Iraq. We must help provide essential stability while Iraq
struggles back to a more normal existence. This is an obligation the US citizenry must meet as a result
of the Bush Administration’s violation of US and International Law with its “preemptive” invasion of
Iraq. However, the need to stay until certain conditions are met does not eliminate our responsibility
to continually confront our elected representatives in an effort to get our armed forces home. This
confronting pressure will ensure US forces are brought home at the earliest opportunity. Creating that
pressure will only come if we keep this conflict in the consciousness of the people of the US.
Creating this consciousness requires communicating the reality of the price being paid. Ongoing
communication of that growing price is the greatest honor citizens can convey to our armed forces.
Yes, confronting our citizens with the facts on the ground may be a painful reality, but it is not
disrespectful. The lives and well-being of our service members is a sacred trust that all citizens of a
democracy must be responsible for. Masking the reality of Iraq from public view displays an
unbelievable disrespect for the sacrifices of our service members and their families.

Responsible citizens of a democracy must deal with the world’s realities. It is not possible to be an
effective citizen if you are not willing to deal with the reality of our World. If a person acts to keep
decision and action significant information secret from the broader citizenry they are acting against the
interests of democracy. When the keep it from Congress they are violating the law. In some cases it is
only a moral or ethical failure, if it results in an unnecessary war, it is a heinous crime. With this said,
there are few moral failures greater than attempting to get the citizens of a democracy to forget the
sacrifices of those who serve democracy from within the military. This was one of the greatest moral
affronts of the Bush Administration. This crimes and the affront belong to those moneyed interests
who purchased the Bush Administration allegiance to money and sacrifice of democracy to as large a
degree as the Bush Administration itself.

In summary, Democrats have a job to do as citizens. We must do our best to keep all citizens engaged
with our government, and to help keep them well informed so that their involvement can be effective.
Given the near complete lack of free ‘traditional’ press in the US today, this is no small feat.
Thankfully the Internet came along just in time.

It is up to those of us who are the most informed, concerned and involved citizens of our democracy to
keep real information about what is happening to and going on within government in front of our
fellow citizens. In this way we will all be stirred to act together as citizens of a democracy are
supposed act, with long term vision, full perspective of the entire electorate, and all the relevant facts
at hand. If we are not all voicing our views to our elected representatives regularly and strongly then



the representative democracy is not operating as it should. This activism is a requirement of our
“Trust,” and the best thing we can do to serve our military members, who in turn serve us.

_________________________________________________________________________________

DO YOU WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR LOCAL POLITICAL SYSTEM?
YES!! Join us

Fill out the form below (questions are required by the state Public Disclosure Commission) and hand it in
to one of our volunteers or mail it in (31st District Democrats, 20825 SR 410 E #130, Bonney Lake, WA
98391). You can pay dues now or later by check (made out to 31st District Democrats) or on-line by credit
card. Dues are $31 per year (January-December), but members can pay what they can afford with a
minimum of $5.
NAME____________________________________________________________________________
Street Address_______________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address (if different from above)_________________________________________________
Telephone #_________________________________________________________________________
Email ______________________________________________________________________________
Occupation _________________________________________________________________________
Employer ___________________________________________________________________________


