
31st Democrats Newsletter 
 

AN  ENGAGED   CITIZENRY  IS  AN  ESSENTIAL  PART  OF DEMOCRAC Y 

 
 (Organized by R. Craig Sanders-email: z1n45rgiarc@netscape.com and Patricia Szot)  

 
 

The 31st L.D. Democrats will meet on Wednesday: 
February 18, 2009 At: 

Marion Grange 
27725 Buckley-Sumner Hwy E, Buckley 

 
Coffee Hour 6  PM 

Meeting 7 PM 
 

TOPICS: 
Middle Green River Coalition-Status of their objectives and near-term activities 

Farmer’s Market-What’s New 
Washington Public Campaign-Judicial Bill 

 
 

 
PAST EVENTS 

Democrats Work met January 17th in Tukwilla and planted natural 
vegetation.  The 31st L.D. Democrats were represented by Brian 
Gunn (the instigator), Linda Rotenburg and Craig Sanders. 
 
 
Democrats Work also met January 19th at the Kent Foodbank, 
where they repackaged non-perishable goods for the those in need.  
The 31st L.D. Democrats were represented there by Brian Gunn (the 
instigator) and Patti 
Szot. 
 

On Martin Luther King day (January 19th) groups 
got together in Olympia to march and hold a rally 
protesting the many proposed budget cuts.  The 
budget cuts mostly affect the very people who 
cannot defend themse  
The 31st L.D. Democrats are looking for people to 
join the South King Legislative Action Committee.  
They meet every 3rd Saturday at the IAM Machinist 
Hall in South Seattle.  This group is working this session to prevent budget cuts from being made 
in areas where it will hurt those already suffering from the economic downturn. 



lves, the disabled and the needy.  The largest proposed cuts would be to the DSHS budget, which 
will affect many children in the state. 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE ACTION ALERT  

MoveOn is looking for people to join the South King County Council.  The Council will work to 
advance the 2009 agenda voted on by MoveOn members.  Their top priority is Health Care 
Reform. 
 
Public Financing for Supreme Court Positions (Senate version SB5912)--- 
This bill is to establish a program of optional public financing of campaigns for the Washington 
State Supreme Court.  The legislative intent is to reduce the likelihood or appearance of corruption 
or undue influence by private special interest campaign contributions, and to preserve the integrity 
of, and public confidence in the state’s highest court, by allowing candidates the option of 
financing their campaigns solely or primarily on public funding (full bill at 
http://www.leg.wa.gov/legislature). 
 
This bill is in the senate.  Call Pam Roach (R) (31st LD Senator) 1-800-562-6000 or 
email:roach.pam@leg.wa.gov  OR Senate Majority Leader Lisa Brown 360-786-7604 (email: 
brown.lisa@leg.wa.gov).  If the bill does not pass by Feb 25th,  it will die in the senate. 
 
JUST A NOTE --Congratulations to Janet Napolitano (D), the new Director of Homeland 
Security appointed by President Obama.  Ms. Napolitano was the governor of Arizona and elected 
via the voter-owned elections system.  Look how far you can go with citizen-funded elections. 
 
Stimulus Package by President Obama 
President Obama’s stimulus (or working jobs) package is going to be voted on in the senate the 
week of Feb 9th.  Call or write our two senators (Patty Murray (D) and Maria Cantwell (D)).  They 
are Democrats who support Obama and this package, but it is great for them to hear your support 
to counter the negative voices from the right.  Also contact Congressman Dave Reichert (R) to 
support the bill coming back to him from the senate (after it is voted on).  He voted “No” on the 
first bill (as did ALL Republicans in the House of Representatives).  Make him accountable!!! 
 
Patty Murray- DC office phone: (202) 224-2621 
Seattle Office 
2988 Jackson Federal Bldg. 
915 2nd Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98174 
Phone: (206) 553-5545 
Fax: (206) 553-0891 
 
Maria Cantwell- DC office phone (202) 224-3441 
Seattle Office     Tacoma Office 
915 Second Avenue    950 Pacific Avenue, Suite #615 
Suite #3206     Tacoma, WA 98402 
Seattle, WA 98174    253-572-2281 



206-220-6400     253-572-5879 FAX 
206-220-6404 - FAX 
 
Dave Reichert DC office phone (202) 225-7761 
District Office  
2737 78th Avenue, S.E.  
Suite #202  
Mercer Island, WA 98040  
(206) 275-3438  
(206) 275-3437 Fax  
(877) 920-9208 Toll free 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
(If anyone has upcoming events that they would like to have posted, please email me.) 
 
Democrats Work will be meeting March 14 at South Prairie Creek from 9am to noon.  Considered 
one of the most vital salmon streams in the Puyallup River watershed, South Prairie Creek will 
benefit from several acres of habitat restoration.  Invasive plants such as knotweed, blackberries 
and reed canary grass have been removed from this property over the last 1-2 years and the area 
will be replanted with native trees and shrubs. 
 
 
EDITORIAL -As I See It    
By  Craig Sanders 

Don’t look now but it seems like it’s déjà vu all over again.  Now that a Democrat is in office, 
everyone relaxes and goes back to their own little worlds.  Now is exactly the time that We the 
People need to be pushing President Obama to make changes that will counteract the policies of 
the previous administration.  I’m all for bipartisanship, if it can be accomplished.  But too many 
times the Democratic president smiles while his head is handed to him by the Republicans.  There 
are two main views as to how to solve the financial crisis and they are totally polar opposites of 
each other.  The conservative approach is to be spendthrifts (cut costs, cut jobs, etc.) and get out of 
the crisis slowly but surely.  This idea will never work in the present circumstances, but it’s all the 
conservatives have left.  The real way of getting out of this crisis is to spend money.  Not just hand 
it over to people who will stick it in the bank or buy other companies with it (the bailout).  You 
need to give money to the very people who will spend every dime of it.  If you give $100 dollars to 
a rich person, they will only put that money in their pocket, where it will not benefit anyone else 
(trickle-down theory).  If you give that same amount to an everyday person, they will spend most, 
or even all of it, on food, clothing and other goods.  In turn, the people that collected some of that 
money will now turn around and spend money for other goods and services.  The more money that 
people have to spend (especially the lower and middle class), the more the economy will be 
stimulated.  So, part of President Obama’s stimulus package is trying to do the same thing.  It’s 
called “priming the pump”, but I don’t seem to hear anyone using that phrase.  The conservatives 
either don’t believe in this philosophy or don’t want to admit that it has worked in the past (FDR).  
I believe that, with few exceptions, the Republican Elite are not interested in saving this country.  
With them, it’s all about retaining power for the rich and the corporations (they are one and the 



same).  After they have turned the US into a third world county (like most of the rest of the world), 
these international corporations will just move on to the next country and start sucking it dry.   
There’s a war on and the Democrats either don’t want to recognize it or they’re too nice to admit it 
in polite company.  I believe that most of the public does recognizes this, which is why they’re so 
frustrated over the apparent timidity of the Democrats.  No wonder people vote Republican.  At 
least the Republican Elite don’t let anything get in their way to achieve their agenda.  Even now, 
when they are so weakened, Republicans are still obstructing a progressive agenda.  But one has to 
realize that the Republican Elite have nothing to lose at this point.  If they work with President 
Obama and the economy gets better, then they are only going to become weaker.  If they work 
against Obama, then the economy will continue to falter, the Democrats will again look weak and 
powerless and the Republican Party will have a good chance to revive itself.  So, don’t go looking 
for the Republican Elite to cooperate.  They are only interested in the possession of Power.  It’s all 
about winning to them.  They aren’t interested in everyone benefitting and doing better.  That idea 
is for Losers.  I only hope that President Obama realizes this and starts bringing the issues to We 
the People.  If he doesn’t, he will be making the same mistakes that both Carter and Clinton made. 
 
President Obama has the unique opportunity to be the greatest president that we’ve had in the last 
100 years (yes, including FDR).  I’m just afraid that he’s going to spend too much time trying to 
appease the Republican Elite and the momentum will be lost.  If it’s part of his strategy to show 
that the Republicans are obstructionist, he needs to establish that and move on to directly speaking 
with We the People to push through his agenda.  It may already be too late. 
 
Occupation Statistics (http://www.antiwar.com)  

4237 US Mil i tary Deaths (Iraq)  

644  US Mil i tary Deaths (Afghanistan )  

31004 US Mil i tary Wounded (Iraq)  

151,000- 1,311,696 Iraq Civi l ian Deaths 

 
ONGOING FOOD DRIVE  

Please bring any food item (especially baby food) or toilet paper to the monthly 
grange for our ongoing food drive to help others in our hard economic times. 
 


